


Agnes E. Flaherty, 88 PORTLAND -- Agnes E. Flaherty, 88, of South Portland, passed 
away Sept. 20, 2008, at the Maine Veteran's Home in Scarborough. She was born on 
Nov. 19, 1919, in Portland, the daughter of Mark J. and Annie (Welch) Flaherty. She 
attended local schools, graduating from Deering High School in 1937. Agnes earned 
her nursing degree from the Maine Eye and Ear Hospital, her bachelor's degree in 
Public Health Nursing from Columbia University, and her master's degree in 
Administration of Nursing Education Programs from the Catholic University of America. 
She also received an honorary doctorate degree from St. Joseph's College in Standish. 
During her more than 40 year career, Agnes was one of the most highly respected 
nurse leaders in the state of Maine. She served as the Assistant Director of Nursing 
Education at Mercy Hospital from the 1ate 1950s to 1960. For the next 10 years, she 
was the Executive Director of the Maine State Board of Nursing. She then went to 
Maine Medical Center where she served as Vice President of Nursing for 10 years. 
Some of Agnes' professional memberships included: the Maine State Nurses' 
Association, the Maine Medical Board of Corporators, the Medical Care Development 
Board of Corporators, the Altrusa Club of Biddeford-Saco, and the Hospital Volunteers 
of Saco Valley. Agnes also served in World War II as an army flight nurse. After the 
war, she remained with the 1125th U.S. Army Hospital (Reserve) in Auburn for more 
than 20 years. She was the Chief Nurse from 1968-1979, where she was described as 
the 'best chief nurse' the unit ever had. Throughout her career, Agnes received many 
awards. In 1945, she received the Air Medal, marking the first time flight nurses were 
decorated in the Pacific Theater. In 1969, she received the Outstanding Nurse of the 
Year Award from the Maine State Nurses Association. She was listed in the Who's Who 
of American Women, Sixth Agnes E. Flaherty Edition, and was recognized by the 
Deborah Morton Society of Westbrook College in 1972. In April, 2008, Agnes was 
recognized by the Remember Me Project as one of 54 Maine residents who have made 
a difference in their families, communities, state and country. The Agnes E. Flaherty 
Leadership Award also is given annually to a registered nurse leader who demonstrates 
leadership, courage and dedication in his or her interactions with patients and families, 
staff and co-workers, the profession and the community. Agnes was a communicant of 
St. Patrick's Church in Portland, and former communicant of Notre Dame Church in 
Saco. She is survived by her siblings, Adelaide Luttrell of South Portland, Katherine 
Massell of Richmond Hill, N.Y. and Edward Flaherty of Portland; and many nieces, 
nephews, grandnieces and grand nephews. She had predeceased by her parents; and 
siblings, Dorothy McLean, Eileen Leach, Helen Vankevich, Marguerite Schmidt, Mary 
Nelson, and Matthew Flaherty. Visiting hours will be 4-8 p.m., on Tuesday, Sept. 23, at 
the Conroy-Tully Crawford Funeral Home, 172 State St., Portland. Prayers will be 
recited at 9:15 a.m., on Wednesday, Sept. 24, at the funeral home, followed by a 10 
a.m., concelebrated Mass of Christian Burial at St. Patrick's Church, 1342 Congress St., 
Portland. Interment will be in Calvary Cemetery, South Portland. Online condolences 
may be made at www.ctcrawford.com. In lieu of flowers, donations in Agnes' memory 
may be made to: The Hospice of Southern Maine 180 U.S. Route 1 Suite 1 
Scarborough, Maine 04074 or to the Mercy Hospital Development Office 144 State St. 
Portland, Maine 04101 






































